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NOTES ON CURRENT AND RECENT EVENTS. 
ANTHROPOLOGY— PSYCHOLOGY— LEGAL-MEDICINE 

Comments on the Case of Father Johannis Schmidt. — The general 
attitude and appearance of Father Schmidt was striking. He is rather short 
of stature, well nourished, and round of limb. He wore a full beard, and with 
his somewhat pale and prominent features and rather finely chiseled nose and 
eyes that were liquid and spiritual in expression, he gave the instant impression 
of a certain resemblance to the Christ with which one becomes so familiar 
among the mentally diseased. He moved about and sat down without apparently 
paying any attention whatever to his body. Throughout the examination he 
sat perfectly quiet, there was no agitation of his body or signs of nervousness 
of any kind ; his hands lay limp in his lap, his shirt was unbottoned at the 
neck, his trousers were unbuttoned in front, and he gave me the general im- 
pression of not only not caring for his body, but as hardly knowing that he 
had one. Upon his left side, under the breast, there is a large birth-mark about 
the size of my two hands spread out. It is pale pink in color, neither red nor 
white, the significance of which . will appear later. At the extremity of the 
spinal column there is a triangular area or hairiness of perhaps four inches in 
length with the base of the triangle uppermost. 

The mental examination elicited the following facts : He has always been 
interested in blood. He says that blood always excites him, meaning sexually. 
He remembers in the old homestead he was always very much interested in 
seeing his mother chop off the heads of the chickens and geese, and he would 
often pick up one of the heads and carry it about with him. for days afterwards. 
On occasions, he, with another boy, would take the heads and place them 
between their legs. On one occasion he was about to unbutton his pants to 
put the head against his genitals when his father caught him and whipped him. 
He used to visit the slaughter house with another boy and while watching 
the operations they would feel each other's genitals. One of his very earliest 
experiences in seeing blood was in seeing the blood in the. bed where his sister 
had slept, — undoubtedly her menstrual blood. Upon one occasion, when his 
mother was confined and he was about six years old, he says he wanted to be 
with her very much when she was in bed, and once when in the room he 
pulled back the bed clothes and saw some blood. Upon another occasion she 
asked him to take the vessel out and empty it. She had put a piece of paper 
over it. He took it out and emptied it in the sink. It contained blood. He 
remembers falling upon a broken bottle and cutting his thigh and being attended 
by the barber, who put some stitches in it, and his sister would generally be 
present and assist the dressings. He says he is the favorite priest of God, for 
God has shown him many times the real blood in the chalice. 

He was ordained in the old country by a bishop, but the night previous to 
his ordination he was visited by Saint Elizabeth, who ordained him and made 
him her favorite priest. This was Saint Elizabeth of Hungary. He knows 
the stories of this saint; he tells about how she was a very good woman anil 
used to go about among the poor and help them. He remembers 'the story when 
her affianced husband met her on a cold, wintry day and wanted to know 
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where she was going and chided her for exposing herself to the weather. He 
asked her what she had in her apron, and reaching forward pulled it open, 
when the bread that was there turned into roses, and the roses all fresh fell 
out upon the ground. He tells how this man afterwards married her, drove 
her out of the house, and how finally she died in prison. He also knows the 
story of Saint Elizabeth picking up the little leprous child, taking it home, 
putting it in her bed, and then looking and finding that it was the Christ child. 

He tells about his own life. He tells how his father used to abuse his 
mother. His father was an engineer on the railroad and came home frequently 
drunk. He says his mother was a very good woman and used to help the poor 
when she could. He says his sister was also a very good woman, and she also 
used to help the poor when she could. His sister's name was Elizabeth. 

Here he said also that there was something mysterious about his own 
parentage, that he frequently asked his mother about it and that she said that 
she would tell it all in good time. The father, I think he said, also knew 
about it. The father wanted his name called Heinrich when he was born, but it 
was finally Johannis, and that has great significance with reference to this 
parentage; he says he is named after John the Baptist, and this relationship 
between himself and John the Baptist, through his mother, has something to 
do with the relationship of Christ to Mary also perhaps in the same way. 
John the Baptist was the man who baptized Christ. He took Christ into the 
water and baptized him. Water is a means of purification, and always in the 
communion service they mix water with the wine and when Christ was on the 
cross and the soldier plunged the spear in his side blood and water flowed 
from his side, and the birth-mark on his side is neither red nor white, but 
pale — like blood mixed with water. 

In the old homestead in Darmstadt there were only three rooms, kitchen, 
the bed room for his father and mother, and the other room where the children 
s>lept. He slept often in the bed with his sister, and his brother Heinrich was 
also often in the same bed. He remembers very early having had some kind 
of sexual relation with his sister, and he remembers that his sister told him 
that he must not say anything about it. He thinks also that Heinrich had the 
same sort of relations with her. He says also that Heinrich is the brother 
most like himself. 

The father used to misuse the mother very much, often striking her. Upon 
one occasion he threw the hatchet at her, and upon another occasion, at the 
table, when she was getting supper ready, he struck her with a knife and cut 
her hand. He remembers the knife very well, because it is one his father 
carried for many years. When he saw the blood in the bed at the time his 
mother was confined he thought the blood was the result of his father having 
wounded his mother with the knife. On one occasion, when he, and his brother 
Heinrich, were sleeping together, his brother woke him up and called his 
attention to noises cdming from his parents' room. He heard his mother give 
a suppressed cry, and while it was not the same kind of cry she made when 
his father cut her with the knife, still he thought that his father was injur- 
ing her. 

He has had numerous sexual relationships during his life. In his early 
days he and a boy named Otto Schmidt, who was a cousin of his, used to beat 
each other with a rope. Later on there was another boy with whom he had 
homo-sexual relations, a boy who came to visit him when he had rheumatism, 
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and finally with Dr. Murat. In his relations with Dr. Murat he has felt himself 
hecome a woman; he put his hands to his breasts, and said that he had the 
breasts of Saint Elizabeth. In these relations he was often rough, and his com- 
panion would complain. He actually bit, and he said that he felt as if he could 
eat them. 

When he first met Annie Aumuller he fainted, — became completely uncon- 
scious. He can give no explanation for this. Later, after he had sexual 
relations with her for some time, he was doubtful whether it was right or not. 
He knew that he was offending the laws of the priesthood, and yet he felt 
that God had given him those feelings and those faculties, and that it might 
be right to use them. He accordingly took her into the church, had sexual 
relations with her at the altar, meanwhile watching the chalice to see whether 
God would give him the sign. He said there was no sign and he therefore 
thought that God approved. 

I asked him, if when he came to the Tombs he had not had a cut on his 
hand. He said, yes, on the right hand at the base of his index finger. I asked 
him how he got it and he said that it came from the knife when he (I believe 
he used the term) "divided" Annie. There was some considerable discussion 
as to how many parts he had cut her in, and it was not altogether clear whether 
it was seven or nine parts. He insisted that it was seven, and no matter what 
was said with regard to the coroner's report or any other sort of information, 
he replied stolidly, "I know better than they, it was seven." 1 He finally, upon 
request, took a pencil and paper and indicated by a drawing how he had cut 
up the body. After he cut her throat he attempted coitus with the body, but 
failed. He took some of the blood from the wound in the throat, mixed it 
with water, and drank it. 

The Lord had said to him before the homicide upon several occasions that 
Annie must be a sacrifice and an atonement. One of the objects of putting 
her in the water was to mix her blood with water and put her where no one 
else could even touch her. He told once about visiting a church in the old 
country, where there had been a miracle and where the Lord had caused to 
appear upon the altar twelve bleeding heads. He saw the cloth upon which 
these heads had rested, and these heads were the heads of the twelve apostles. 
In connection with the number 7 as being the number in which Annie's body 
was divided, he speaks of the seven candle sticks, the seven branches of the 
candle sticks used in the Jewish Temple, etc. 

I asked him when I had completed my examination whether he was at 
peace with God and he said that he was, that God would keep his promise, and 
he stated that he felt as if he had entered into God and formed a part of him, 
was united and identified with him. 

All of the above facts, so far as they were objective, were verified by the 
father and sister, who came from Germany to testify at the first trial, and 
also by a close associate of Father Schmidt's in the priesthood. A careful 
going over of the family record showed mental disease upon both sides of the 
family. His heritage of mental disease was therefore duplex. For three or 
four, I am not sure but five, generations back there were numerous instances 
of mental disease, particularly suicide. 

This history shows clearly what we would call today a breaking through 



! The mystical and religious significance of seven is well known. 
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of the unconscious. Undoubtedly from his early boyhood Father Schmidt has 
had a serious internal conflict that expressed itself in sexual symbols. He 
has been fighting this conflict all his life ; I think as early as seven years of age 
he was known as "the little chaplain," having erected an altar in his house and 
made vestments for himself and worshipped before the altar. This conflict 
was most severe, and robbed him of anything like consistent efficiency. He was 
always in trouble wherever he was, he had two or three distinct fugues, and 
was rarely able to get along at any church for any period of time. He was 
always being censured by his superiors until they found that did little good, 
because instead of correcting his ways he would fall into a depression and not 
eat. There is plenty of evidence, as I recall it, that he frequently made 
mistakes in raising the host at mass with the thumb and middle finger instead 
of the thumb and forefinger. This might seem a trivial mistake to one not 
acquainted with the rubric of the mass, but when one realizes that the thumb 
and the forefinger are especially consecrated by the bishop at ordination and 
anointed with holy oil, and thus prepared for their holy office of touching 
the host, it can be understood that to use the middle finger is not a trifling 
matter, but absolutely wrong. He used his middle finger, he explains, because 
that was the sign of Saint Elizabeth. 

It appears from the above examination that he identifies himself with 
John the Baptist. There are also evidences, especially in his appearance and 
the birth-mark on his side, that he identifies himself with Christ. The connec- 
tion between Jesus, the child of Mary, and John, the child of her cousin 
Elizabeth, both conceived by the Holy Ghost, is well shown in the first chapter 
of Luke from the 28th to the 43rd verses. A further identification with Saint 
Elizabeth and therefore a change of sex was also noted in his relations with 
Murat. Another important element in the case is- that he was just at the age 
of Christ and had he been convicted and executed as he appeared to expect 
he would be he would have been executed at exactly the same age and 
practically about the same time in his life that Christ was crucified. This 
confusion of identities is the commonest kind of thing to be met with in the 
psychology of the unconscious. A similar type of reasoning is shown with 
reference to a certain alleged abortifacient which he is said to have used. He 
gave Miss Aumuller some lentils, either to keep her from being pregnant, or 
to cause her menses to come. The prosecution claimed that he put these 
lentils up in packages and sold them for criminal purposes. The whole ex- 
planation of the thing shows a typical way of unconscious reasoning. He had 
noticed when he ate lentils that they made his bowels move. 2 That is the first 
point. The second point is that Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. 
Now pottage, so Father Schmidt says, is the same thing as lentils. Therefore, 
putting all these things together, it can easily be seen why lentils should prevent 
conception, or at least bring about a miscarriage. 

Another difficulty which Father Schmidt had in the various churches was 
in his mixing water in the wine at communion. The rubric prescribes, I 
believe, that only a small portion of water shall be mixed with the wine, never 
more than one-third, whereas Father Schmidt was constantly being brought to 
task for using too much water. The bearing upon this of what has gone 
before is easily seen. 



2 Birth Phantasy. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEDURE IN RELATION TO INDICTMENTS 

So far as I was able to learn, Father Schmidt was a man of gentle nature, 
who gave not only freely to the needy, but to the extent of practically impov- 
erishing himself. 

The defense maintained that this man was suffering from mental disease, 
that he had finally been unable to handle the conflict that had been going on 
within him all his life, that the unconscious broke through and resulted in the 
homicide, that the meaning of the homicide can only be read in the light of this 
man's whole life. They maintained also that in his whole career he had shown 
himself to be inefficient, unable to adequately adapt himself to circumstances, 
in other words that he had always been a failure, just about able to get along. 
He had been once before confined in an institution for the insane in Germany, 
where he had been pronounced unqualifiedly insane. His whole life shows the 
varying dominion of the two sides of his nature, his varying successes and 
failures in the conflict. 

The prosecution claimed that the whole thing was malingering, that he 
was a man of education and unusual attainments, very clever and capable, 
and that the whole delusional system, which has been outlined above, was manu- 
factured. This, despite the fact that while he took great pains to deposit the 
various parts of his victim's body in the river, he left absolutely incriminating 
evidence right exactly where it could not fail to be discovered, left the blood- 
stained knife and saw in his trunk, his picture in a coat hanging up on the wall, 
and other things which were entirely at variance with a cleverly planned 
homicide. There were many other similarly stupid things, not only in con- 
nection with the act itself, but throughout his life, as particularly when he 
entered into an arrangement with Dr. Murat to do counterfeiting and expected 
to be able to prepare himself by buying a book or two on engraving. 

The very horror and atrociousness of the thing that he did would seem to 
peclude the possibility of calm judgment being accorded him. It would seem 
that without question the more atrocious a crime the greater presumption 
there must necessarily be of the abnormality of the man committing it. The 
very character of the thing that he did would seem to be almost sufficient to 
warrant a diagnosis of mental disease. 

William A. White, Supt. Government Hospital for the Insane, 

Washington, D. C. 

COURTS— LAWS. 

To Amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in Relation to Indictments, 
and to Repeal Certain Sections Thereof. — The following bills have been 
recently introduced in the N. Y. Legislature. [Ed.] 

The People of the State of New York, Represented in Senate and Assembly, 
Do Enact as follows : 

Section 1. Section two hundred and seventy-five of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure is hereby amended to read as follows : 

Section 275. Indictment, what to contain. 
[The indictment must contain : 

1. The title of the action, specifying the name of the court to which 
the indictment is presented, and the names of the parties ; 

2. A plain and concise statement of the act constituting the crime, 
without unnecessary repetition]. 

1. No indictment shall be insufficient if it contain the title of the 
action, specifying the court to which the indictment is presented, the names 



